
Merry Christmas! 
 

 

 
 

We tell this story every year. We tell this story because it illus-
trates so clearly God’s desire to be in relaƟonship with us. We 
tell this story because we, too, are invited to come to the  
manger and witness the miracle of birth. We tell this story  
because it brings us hope and good news—hope especially for 
those deemed powerless, unworthy, or unwelcome. We tell 
this story because it is a story we need to hear again and again; 
if we didn’t tell it, what would become of our faith? And so, on 
this night, we tell this story to pass along this good news and to 
conƟnue to thread the generaƟons together with hope. 
 
 

Gathering & Praising God 
 O Come, All Ye Faithful (VT 241) 
 Call to Worship Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower 
  Candle Lighting Congregation
 Prayer for Illumination  
 Night Long Awaited (VT 242) 
 Sharing our Tithes and Offerings  
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Hearing God’s Voice 
 Children’s Story: Sewing Circle Steven Lantz 
 The Christmas Story 
  Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-10 Brenda & Ray Hurst 
   He Came Down (VT 239) 
  Scripture: Luke 2:1-7 
   Away in a Manager (VT 257) 
         Verse 1: Ellie & Maggie Good 
       Verses 2-3: Congregation 
  Scripture: Luke 2:8-14 
   Angels We Have Heard on High (VT 249) 
  Scripture: Luke 2:15-20 
   Silent Night, Holy Night (VT 244) 
 

Responding 
 Prayer of Confession Pastor Dawn-Ranck Hower  
 Words of Forgiveness 
 Love Came Down at Christmas (VT 255) 
 Sharing and Announcements  
  Prayers of the People 
 

Sending 
 Joy to the World (VT 240) 
 Benediction   
 
 

December 18 

 

NEXT SUNDAY: January 1, 2023 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
All events are at New Holland Mennonite Church unless otherwise indicated 

January 14: Men’s Breakfast: 7 a.m. Eli’s Restaurant 

February 12: Congregational Meeting: 9:00 a.m.  
(NOTE: The date is February 12 NOT February 5) 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

December 31: Gladys & Mervin Rutt (74 years of marriage!!!) 

Church News 
Financial Update: $1,425 is needed by the end of the year to 
meet 2022 expenses. 

Vacation: Pastor Dawn and Bryan will be on vacation in New 
York City December 28-30. Please contact Lois Zimmerman with 
pastoral care concerns. 

LGBTQ Plus Survey: The Leadership Team invites everyone 
(regular attendees and covenant members) to complete a survey 
as we discern next steps in processing our congregational under-
standing of LGBTQ plus. Please ϐill out survey by Monday, Janu-
ary 9. Survey: forms.gle/tTWHbydMGcXnyfnA6. NOTE: Please 
ϐill out the form separately for EACH person in your family. 

Women’s Dinner: Wednesday, January 18, 6 p.m., in the Con-
cord Room at Garden Spot Village. Pick up food at the Harvest 
Table Restaurant. Food available for purchase until 6:30 p.m. 

Fun and Fondue Game Night: Saturday evening, January 28, 
5-8 p.m. Come for a relaxing evening of playing table games. 
While you’re playing, you can enjoy a variety of fondues. Sign up 
to attend or bring a fondue or an item(s) to be dipped. Sign up: 
www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B48AAAE23A6F49-funand. 
 

 

 

Community News 
Volunteer Opportunity: Do you enjoy meeting people from 
other parts of the world? Mennonite Central Committee is in 
need of volunteer drivers to transport people to and from Lan-
caster train station and Philadelphia and Harrisburg airports. If 
interested please call MCC at 717-859-1151 and or send an 
email to receptionist@mcc.org. 

Mennonite Disaster Service Celebration: Friday evening, 
February 10, 6:00 p.m. at the Worship Center, Leola. Come for a 
meal followed by a program highlighting MDS stories, the Men-
nonite Children’s Choir of Lancaster, and a performance by 
Piercing Word Ministries. The celebration will resume Saturday 
morning with additional stories about the work of MDS volun-
teers. The event is free and open to all. Please register by Janu-
ary 31. Learn more at https://mds.org/annual-celebration/ 

Deux Voix, Wednesday, March 15, 7 p.m. Highland Presbyteri-
an Church (500 E Roseville Rd, Lancaster).  Formed in 2014, 
Deux Voix (“two voices”) has amassed a sterling reputation with 
national and international acclaim. In their mission to expand 
the world of trumpet and organ, Stephen Langham and Justin 
Distad are constantly adapting works from other genres and in-
strumentations. Details: www.highlandpc.org. 

Rizzetta’s Tones: Wednesday, May 10, 7 p.m. Highland Pres-
byterian Church (500 E Roseville Rd, Lancaster). Rizzetta’s 
Tones is a Celtic Americana band whose repertoire includes mu-
sic from Ireland, Scotland, and the United States, but draws on 
other sources as well. Forging new arrangements and writing 
their own material, they present audiences with a pleasing twist 
on musical traditions. Details: www.highlandpc.org. 

MCC PA Relief Sale Craft Stand: A reminder to be creating for 
the  annual sale to be held Friday and Saturday, March 31 & 
April 1, 2023, in the Farm Show Building in Harrisburg, PA. We 
are seeking new quality items made from fabric, yarn, thread, 
wood, paper or your specialty medium, including fancy soaps, 
candles, etc. See bulletin board at church for details or contact 
Janet Runion Patton: 717-926-4008; jcpatton99@gmail.com 

 


