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between

grief & hope

The women grieve and Peter runs to the tomb

Grief is a healthy response to Jesus’ death and a valid way
to enter worship on Easter morning. And yet, the women at
the empty tomb are given hope amidst their mourning. The
other disciples don’t believe the women’s message, but Pe-
ter, living in the in-between of grief and hope, runs to the
tomb to see for himself. Grieving doesn’t have to make us
hopeless. Hope can compel us to take action when we are
deep in grief.

Gathering & Praising God
Low in the Grave He Lay (VT 333) Jenn Esbenshade
Call to Worship & Prayer Sue Martin
Lift Your Glad Voices (VT 340)

Hearing God’s Voice
Conversation with Children Steven Lantz
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today (VT 346)
Sermon: “Grief & Hope" Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower
Scripture: Luke 24:1-12

Responding
Prayer of Confession
Words of Forgiveness
Thine Is the Glory (VT 355)
Congregational Prayer & Sharing Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower
Announcements

Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower

Sending
Christ Who Left His Home in Glory (VT 361)
Benediction
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Greeter: Steven Lantz; Close: Jim Bailey
Sound: Wade Esbenshade; Nursery: Danika Snader
Offering: Francy Bailey & Keith Miller

April 13
Attendance: 37 (2 on Zoom) e Offering: $1,281.00
NEXT SUNDAY: April 27
Coffee & Greeter: Pat Thomas; Close: Mike Good
Worship Leader: Keith Miller; Song Leader: Jenn Esbenshade
Sound: Kai Esbenshade; Prayer: Dawn Kaczor

Nursery: Tammy Snader; Sermon: Audrey Kanagy
Children: Jen Morales; Offering: Mike Good & Sue Martin

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
April 24: Marilynn & Tom Miller

Artwork: “Fill My Cup”
Inspired by Luke 24:1-12 ¢ Pen and ink on paper

For me, to not know Christ is to live a life thirsty for truth,
meaning, understanding, and purpose. We search and search
and it feels like we cannot find the thing that we were hoping
for. It is not until we surrender and trust in faith that we are
able to find peace. We must open the door of our hearts to al-
low the Holy Spirit to enter and to do the work. Many will see
us and not believe that the peace we exude is real, looking at us
with skeptical eyes. Many will come thirsty, wondering from
whence cometh our help, and some will know, and they shall
rejoice for we have seen the light. Our daily prayer is that God
will have us thirst no more and fill our cup. —Steve Prince




What We Value

With Jesus as our center, we commit to
including all people,
strengthening our relationships (and)
practicing peace and justice.

UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

All events are at New Holland Mennonite Church unless otherwise indicated

Out of Office: Pastor Dawn is on a silent retreat from noon
Monday, April 21 through Thursday noon, April 24. She is on
vacation Friday, April 25 through Sunday, April 27. Contact Ruth
Douglas Miller with Pastoral Care Concerns.

Food Collection for CrossNet Food Pantry: Bring to church
through end of April. See weekly email for list of items needed.

May ELC Fundraiser: Funds will go toward replacing flooring
in classrooms. The first $3,000 given will be matched with an
Everence Grant. Mark your offering envelopes “ELC Fundraiser.”

Sunday, April 20: Campership Applications due. Contact
Pastor Dawn if you would like to apply for a camp scholarship
for Summer 2025. Camperships will be awarded by the end of
May. Each child who receives a campership is asked to do 5
hours of community service with the church.

Sunday, April 27, Reinforcing & Sustaining Scriptures Due.
What are the Scriptures that are reinforcing and sustaining you
right now? Fill out form with your top 3-5 scriptures that rein-
force and sustain your life Scriptures will be combined to create
summer worship series.

Monday, April 28: CrossNet Community Meal: 5:30 p.m. Let
Pastor Dawn know by Monday noon if you want space reserved
at the Early Learning Center Tables.

Thursday, May 1: Men'’s Dinner at Garden Spot Village Con-
cord Room. Room is reserved from 5:30-8:00. Food is available
to purchase until 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 10, Erica Shirk Celebration of Life Service:

1 p.m. at New Holland Mennonite Church. Please save this date
on your calendars. We will need volunteers to help with this
large gathering — set up, greet, usher, serve snack, etc.

Friday, May 16, Church Book Club: 7 p.m. at Jenn Esbenshade’s
house. Book: The Great Believers.

Sunday, May 18, Jon Sommer Celebration of Life Service:
2 p.m. Garden Spot Village.

Wednesday, May 21: Women'’s Dinner at Garden Spot Vil-
lage: Concord Room: Room is reserved from 5:30-8:00. Food is
available to purchase until 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, May 29: A Gathering of Support: A safe space to
connect in the midst of current chaos: 6 p.m., Kiwanis Pavilion
at New Holland Park. Bring a dish to share and join in conversa-
tion to find mutual support and build friendships in local com-
munity. (Beverages and place settings provided). Invitations are
person-to-person. You are welcome to invite friends to this pri-
vate event. We will not be posting event on social media.

Friday, May 30: Early Learning Center “Evening of Celebra-
tion:” 3 p.m. PreK Counts Graduation followed by a bubble
event for the grads and their families. 4:30 p.m. PreK Gradua-
tion. 5:30 p.m. Year End Picnic for all ELC families, board, and
church members. Lickity Split Truck will be here! Sign Up (form
in weekly update) by May 25 to Attend the Picnic. Church Volun-
teers needed at 2:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. to greet families and hand
out programs. Contact Jen Morales if you are available to help.

Land Acknowledgment: We acknowledge, with humility, that the land
where we sit and stand today is land that was home to the Susque-
hannock, Shawnee, and Lenape people. Let us be aware that we
occupy their homeland, and that their presence is imbued in this land.
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