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righteousness & mercy

Zacchaeus greets Jesus

The crowds grumble at Jesus’ self-invitation to stay with
Zacchaeus, and their righteous indignation isn’t without
cause. As a tax collector, Zacchaeus has extorted money and
acted in collusion with the empire, using his position to op-
press his own people. It is important to call out oppression,
and yet, Jesus offers mercy. That mercy then begets more
mercy as Zacchaeus, unprompted, offers to return what he
took, and then some.

Gathering & Praising God
Let’s Walk Together (VT 6)
Call to Worship & Prayer
Beautiful Things (VT 551)

Jenn Esbenshade
Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower

Hearing God’s Voice

Conversation with Children Bryan Hower
Scripture: Luke 19:1-10
Sermon: “Christ's Love For Climbers" Tim Herr *

Responding

Prayer of Confession

Words of Forgiveness
Righteous Mercy (bulletin insert)
Communion Copyright Carol Penner www.leadinginworship.com (adapted)

Taste and See (VT 467)

Closing Prayer

(Note: Pass communion cups to middle after closing prayer)

Congregational Prayer & Sharing Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower
Announcements

Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower

Sending
May the Face of God Shine on You (VT 844)
Benediction

Fellowship Meal
Words for Worship by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

* Tim Herr recently retired as a chaplain at Tel Hai Retirement
Community where he had served for 26 years. Prior to that
assignment, he was a pastor at Groffdale Mennonite Church.
He returned to the area in 1990 after concluding a chaplain
residency at the University of Virginia Health Sciences

Center. While living in Virginia, he and his wife Linda were
members of the Charlottesville Mennonite Church.

Coffee: Evelyn Bailey; Greeter: Francy Bailey & Jim Bailey
Close: Jim Bailey; Sound: Wade Esbenshade
Nursery: Ruth Douglas Miller
Offering: Wanda Gonzalez Bortzel and Brenda Martin Hurst

March 30
Attendance: 38 (2 on Zoom) e Offering: $1,345.00

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
April 9: Ashly Escalante, April 10: Tim Martin

NEXT SUNDAY: April 13
Coffee/Greeter: Ray Hurst; Close: Steven Lantz

Worship Leader: Jen Morales; Song Leader: TBD
Sound: Bryan Hower; Prayer: Brenda Martin Hurst
Nursery: Karina Morales; Sermon: Dawn Ranck-Hower
Children’s Time: Dawn Kaczor
Offering: Ruth Douglas Miller & Lois Zimmerman



UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

All events are at New Holland Mennonite Church unless otherwise indicated

College Care Package: As a bit of extra energy for Davin as he
finishes up his year of college, consider writing a note and/or
giving a small gift (snack food, cereal, pen, Post-It Notes, etc.) for
him to receive during the end of semester crunch. Place items in
the box on the table in front of the sanctuary by April 13.

Food Collection for CrossNet Food Pantry: Bring items to
church through end of April. Items Needed: Manwich, canned
meat, canned fruit, pasta sauce, baked beans, pinto beans,
canned green beans, canned corn, ketchup, mustard, salad
dressing, chunky Progresso soups

Tuesday, April 8: Comforter Knotting: Join a group to knot
Kai’s graduation comforter. 7 p.m. at Brenda Hurst’s home.

Wednesday, April 16: Women'’s Dinner at Garden Spot Village
Concord Room. Room is reserved from 5:30-8:00.

Sunday, April 20: Campership Applications due. Contact
Pastor Dawn if you would like to apply for a camp scholarship
for Summer 2025. Camperships will be awarded by the end of
May. Each child who receives a campership is asked to do 5
hours of community service with the church.

Sunday, April 27, Reinforcing & Sustaining Scriptures Due.
What are the Scriptures that are reinforcing and sustaining you
right now? Fill out form with your top 3-5 scriptures that rein-
force and sustain your life Scriptures will be combined to create
summer worship series.

Monday, April 28: CrossNet Community Meal: 5:30 p.m. Let
Pastor Dawn know by Monday noon if you want space reserved
at the Early Learning Center Tables.

Thursday, May 1: Men'’s Dinner at Garden Spot Village Con-
cord Room. Room is reserved from 5:30-8:00. Food is available
to purchase until 6:30 p.m.

Pastor: Dawn Ranck-Hower
Leadership Team: Wade Esbenshade, Dawn Kaczor, Ruth Douglas Miller
18 Western Ave., New Holland, PA 17557 « 717 /354-0602
www.NewHollandMC.org « Hearing Aids Available

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

APRIL 13: Palm Sunday

The space between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday
is worth lingering in, now more than ever. As society
becomes increasingly polarized, Holy Week challenges the
dichotomies that divide humanity into categories like
powerful and powerless, enemy and friend, innocent and
guilty, “us” and “them.” As violence continues to be the fa-
vored tool of many nations, Good Friday exposes the injus-
tice of punitive “justice.” And as COVID and climate change
continue to wreak havoc across the planet, this sacred
time lets us practice sitting with and protesting our own
and others’ pain.

Ridgeview Mennonite Church
& New Holland Mennonite Church
are joining join together in
“this space between Palm Sunday
and Easter Sunday.”

The Maundy Thursday
& Good Friday Services
are ONE service divided into TWO.

The FIRST part of the service is at 7:00 p.m.
April 17: Maundy Thursday Service
held at Ridgeview Mennonite Church
and
the SECOND part of the service is at 7:00 p.m.
April 18: Good Friday Service
held at New Holland Mennonite Church.

APRIL 20: EASTER SUNDAY




Righteous Mercy

HYFRYDOL 8.7.8.7 D ("Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus")

Words by Anna Strickland, 2023 Music by Rowland H. Prichard, 1830;

harm. Ralph Vaugh Williams, 1906
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Since our child - hood you have taught wus what is wrong
Though there's wide - ness in your mer - cy, let us not

Far too of - ten we hold on - to an - ger dressed
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and what is right  Nur - tur - ing our sense of
a - buse that grace Called in - to this Chris - tian
as righ - teous - ness We for - get we serve a
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jus - ftice, fuel-ing wus to work and fight Keep that
jour - ney, let our lives re - flect our faith When we
God who calls us to re - la - tion - ship So when
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fire for jus - tice burn - ing in the sha - dow
fal - ter and fall short of our com - mit - ment
those  who caused us harm re - pent and choose a
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of our fear E - ven there your Spi - rit's stir - ring,
to  your will Hold us, wrap - ping us in your love
bet - ter way Spi - rit move  our venge - ful hearts
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light - ing us a path  that's  clear
as we  work toward whole - ness still

in - stead of wrath
© Anna Strickland, 2024. Commissioned by A Sanctified Art, LLC.

to choose love

Right Banner Artwork: “Lost and Found”
by Lauren Wright Pittman
Inspired by Luke 19:1-10
Digital painting

[ had a lot of fun discovering new layers to this familiar
story. I learned that Zacchaeus climbed a sycamore fig tree,
which was a food source for poor people because the fruit was
bitter and generally undesirable. I had always imagined a
fruitless tree, but the presence of fruit opened up interesting
avenues to explore. The root word for sycamore tree is c0kov,
meaning “fig,” and as [ did a study of other key words in the
text, I noticed this same root word in cuko@avtew, or
“defrauded,” which was used to describe what Zacchaeus did to
his community. It was curious to me that the root word for
“defrauded” was “fig,” so | dug deeper to find that the Greek
word was from the phrase “fig-informer” or a person who
would notify authorities if one was exporting figs from Greece
without paying a tax. It seemed that these “fig-informers”
would use the threat of exposure to extort money from fig
farmers. This is where the word “sycophant” comes from,
which evolved to more generally describe a “malignant accuser
from love of gain,” which perfectly describes Zacchaeus.

Jesus calls Zacchaeus out of his identity as “sycophant” into
his new identity as “repentant host” who invites Jesus into his
home and redistributes his ill-gotten wealth. Zacchaeus’s
clothing holds a repeated pattern of four figs and halves of
coins, referencing the fruits of his transformation.

The area where Zacchaeus sat in the tree is fruitless and
dying. His actions were destructive and oppressive to his own
community. The crowd is correct in grumbling about him; their
anger is righteous, but Jesus offers mercy. In this visual
metaphor, Jesus removes him from the tree so it has a chance
to heal and nourish the whole community. Jesus’ clothing is
patterned with suns, representing righteousness, and water,
representing mercy, because it is through his merciful actions
that righteousness for the community is achieved.

—Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman




