
Parable of the Fig Tree 
 

The gardener in the vineyard knows the fig tree needs rest,  
nutrients, and Ɵme—and it also needs to produce fruit. Both 
things are true, which is also true for us. If we are always striving 
for more growth without taking Ɵme to rest, we will burn out. 
But if we are only ever resƟng, we won’t bear fruit or grow. The 
fig tree also teaches us that the in between Ɵme—of nurture  
before fruit—can be where transformaƟon begins.  
 
 

Gathering & Praising God 
 My Coins Count Children 
 As We Rise, O God, to Meet You (VT 39)  
 Call to Worship & Prayer Brenda Martin Hurst 
 God of the Bible (VT 420) 
  
Hearing God’s Voice 
 Scripture: Psalm 27 
 Conversation with Children Ray Hurst 
 Sermon: “Rest & Growth” Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower 
  Scripture: Luke 13:6-9  

Responding 
 Prayer of Confession Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower 
  Words of Forgiveness 
 Beneath the Soil (bulletin insert) Dawn Kaczor & 
    Dawn Ranck-Hower 
 Congregational Prayer & Sharing Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower 
 Announcements 
 

Sending 
 Move in our Midst (VT 827) 
 Benediction 

 

Coffee/Greeter: Pat Thomas; Close: Mike Good 
Sound: Mike Good; Nursery: Bryan Hower 
Offering: Keith Miller & Lois Zimmerman 

 

March 16 
Attendance: 36 (1 on Zoom) • Offering: $2,240.00 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
March 27: Martha Hoover; March 28: Eleanor Good 

March 29: Dawn Ranck-Hower 
 

NEXT SUNDAY: March 30 
Coffee/Greeter: Judy Schweitzer; Close: Steven Lantz 

Worship Leader: Bryan Hower; Song Leader: Jenn Esbenshade 
Sound: Kai Esbenshade; Prayer: Keith Miller 

Nursery: Ray Hurst; Sermon: Dawn Ranck-Hower 
Children’s Time: Steven Lantz 

Offering: Francy Bailey & Wade Esbenshade 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
All events are at New Holland Mennonite Church unless otherwise indicated 

DUE TODAY: NHMC 2025 Pastor and Congregation Review. 
Return surveys to Dawn Kaczor. 

College Care Package: As a bit of extra energy for Davin as he 
ϐinishes up his  year of college, consider writing a note and/or 
giving a small gift (snack food, cereal, pen, Post-It Notes, etc.) for 
him to receive during the end of semester crunch. Place items in 
the box on the table in front of the sanctuary by April 13.  



2025 Financial Update: As of March 11, New Holland Mennon-
ite Church is $5,809 behind for the year. 

Wednesday, March 26: God’s Love Knows No Borders 
(NHMC Planning Meeting) 6:30 p.m. Next step planning for the 
group from New Holland Mennonite Church who participated in 
Mennonite Action peace school and training webinars. 

Thursday, April 3: Men’s Dinner at Garden Spot Village Con-
cord Room. Room is reserved from 5:30-8:00. Food is available 
to purchase until 6:30 p.m. 

Friday: April 4: Book Club: RSVP by Wednesday, April 1. 7 p.m. 
At Bryan & Dawn’s house (112 Huyard Ave, New Holland). Led 
by Francy Bailey. Book: Midwives by Chris Bohjalian 

Friday, April 4 & Saturday, April 5: Pennsylvania Relief Sale 
featuring renowned Quilt Auction, Country Auction, Coin Auc-
tion, Silent Auction, Children’s Auction, My Coins Count, Ten 
Thousand Villages items, artisan crafts and goods, food, displays, 
activities, entertainment, and more! 

Saturday, April 5: Meal by Adina Bills (Order by Thursday, 
April 3) Menu: Beef and Cheese Empanadas (or Cheese Empana-
das), Yellow Rice, Mexican Street Corn Casserole for $15 Add a 
Strawberry Crunch Cheesecake Taco for $5. Order from Adina 
by Thursday. Pick up at 4:45 p.m. OR join a group in Bryan & 
Dawn’s house at 5:00 p.m.  

Wednesday, April 16: Women’s Dinner at Garden Spot Village 
Concord Room. Room is reserved from 5:30-8:00. Food is availa-
ble to purchase until 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, April 20: Campership Applications due. Contact  
Pastor Dawn if you would like to apply for a camp scholarship 
for Summer 2025. Camperships will be awarded by the end of 
May. Each child who receives a campership is asked to do 5 
hours of community service with the church. 

Sunday, April 27, Reinforcing & Sustaining Scriptures Due. 
What are the Scriptures that are reinforcing and sustaining you 
right now? Fill out form with your top 3-5 scriptures that rein-
force and sustain your life Scriptures will be combined to create 
summer worship series. 

Land Acknowledgment: We acknowledge, with humility, that the land 
where we sit and stand today is land that was home to the Susque-
hannock, Shawnee, and Lenape people. Let us be aware that we  
occupy their homeland, and that their presence is imbued in this land. 

Projected Art: “Fig Leaϐing” 
by Hannah Garrity 

Inspired by Luke 13:6-9 • Paper lace with watercolor 
 

    At our church retreat a few months ago, we offered a session 
on eco-spirituality. Our instructor led an exercise that focused 
our attention on a single, natural object. I selected a wilted ϐlow-
er. We were to draw it, then tell its narrative. We were to refer 
to it as a “one.” This one. We were to afϐirm the one and be af-
ϐirmed by the one.  
    That exercise resonates with me here as I revisit the parable 
of the ϐig tree. In this circular image, two ϐigures lean in over the 
tree; their heads are full of ideas for fruiting, their bodies are 
full of dead ϐig leaf patterns. Their ideas and dreams have not 
born fruit. They converse about how to cultivate growth. Then 
one pushes back against the other and creates tension, discord. 
From that tension comes an opening, letting the ϐig tree have its 
time and space to thrive.  
    In this paper lace piece, the ϐig tree is full of life, representing 
its potential when given the time and space to grow. As I won-
der about God’s presence here in the parable, I see that the God 
ϐigure could be the ϐig tree. “Let it alone for one more year, until 
I dig around it and put manure on it,”6 the vineyard keeper re-
plies. As I breathe into the gift of another day, where do I see 
potential in need of my honor, my care, and the space and time 
to grow?  
    Or perhaps the God ϐigure here is in the space between them 
all, between the three. The ϐig tree, this one, begins its leaϐing in 
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