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Core Convictions of Anabaptist Faith

Gathering & Praising God
Let’s Build a House (VT 36)
Call to Worship & Prayer
Spirit, Open My Heart (VT 636)
Hearing God’s Voice
Offering
Conversation with Children Steven Lantz
Scriptures: Romans 12 (CEB)
Sermon: “What Does it Mean to be Anabaptist?”
Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower

Jenn Esbenshade
Ruth Douglas Miller

Responding
We Are People of God’s Peace (VT 797)
“This Is Us” Bryan Hower & Dawn Ranck-Hower

Sharing and Announcements

Congregational Prayer Jenn Esbenshade

Sending
As You Go Out From Here (VT 841)
Benediction

* Qur worship materials are adapted from a series outlined by Pastors
Klaudia Smucker and Firman Gingerich and used at Ridgeview Mennonite
and Bally Mennonite. The Seven Core Convictions are outlined in “The Na-
ked Anabaptist: The Bare Essentials of a Radical Faith” by Stuart Murray.

Coffee: Pat Thomas; Greeters: Michele, Ellie, Maggie Good
Nursery: Bryan Hower; Sound: Mike Good
Offering: Wanda Gonzalez Bortzel & Francy Bailey; Close: Mike Bortzel

September 1 (Table Church)
Attendance: 21 « Offering: $1,340.00

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
September 12: Jon Sommer; September 13: Jordyn Reese
September 15: Judy Schweitzer

NEXT SUNDAY: September 15 (OUTDOOR WORSHIP 4 p.m.
Greeter: Bryan Hower; Worship Leader: Dawn Ranck-Hower
Song Leader: Jenn Esbenshade; Children’s Time: Ray Hurst
Nursery: Danika Snader; Congregational Prayer: Dawn Ranck Hower
Sound: Kai Esbenshade; Close: Steven Lantz
Offering: Wade Esbenshade & Brenda Martin Hurst

UPCOMING EVENTS

All events are at New Holland Mennonite Church unless otherwise indicated

Nursery: On Sunday, September 8, we are beginning nursery
during the worship service for ages 3 and under. Thank you to
those who volunteered to serve for this important ministry.

Sunday School begins on September 8 for all ages.
Kindergarten—Grade 4: Class in library.
Teacher: Dawn Kaczor. Substitutes: Michele Good & Sue Martin
Grades 5-8: Class in Pastor’s office
Teacher: Steven Lantz. Substitute Ray Hurst
Adults: September 8: Wade Esbenshade & Mike Good will
present details about parking lot purchase.
Adults: Class in sanctuary. Teacher: Jenn Esbenshade.
Peaceful Practices: A guide to healthy communication in
conflict invites churchgoers to follow Jesus’ call to peacemaking
through dialogue with each other.

Creation Care Evening Worship on Sunday, September 15:
4:00 p.m. Picnic: Sign up on link in weekly emails.
5:00 p.m. Worship
There will be no Sunday School or Worship in the morning.

Climate Change Talk: Thursday, Sept. 26: 7-9 p.m. Presentation
by Dr. Keith Miller a geologist with expertise in climate science.

Blood Drive: American Red Cross: Monday, October 14, 1-6 p.m.
Register: Download the Blood Donor App, go to RedCrossBlood.org,
or call 800-733-2767. Walk-ins welcome.



1.

Core Convictions of Anabaptist Faith

Excerpted from

“The Naked Anabaptist: The Bare Essentials of a Radical Faith”

by Stuart Murray

Jesus is the center of our faith. Jesus is our example,
teacher, friend, redeemer, and Lord. He is the source of our
life, the central reference point for our faith and lifestyle, for
our understanding of church and our engagement with soci-
ety. We are committed to following Jesus as well as wor-
shiping him.

We understand the Bible through Jesus. Jesus is the focal
point of God’s revelation. We are committed to a Jesus-
centered approach to the Bible and to the community of
faith as the primary context in which we read the Bible and
discern and apply its implications for discipleship.

Our upside down world: The end of Christendom. West-
ern culture is slowly emerging from the Christendom era,
when church and state jointly presided over a society in

which almost all were assumed to be Christian. Whatever its

positive contributions on values and institutions, Christen-
dom seriously distorted the gospel, marginalized Jesus, and
has left the churches ill equipped for mission in a post-
Christendom culture. As we reflect on this, we are commit-
ted to learning from the experience and perspectives of
movements such as Anabaptism that rejected standard
Christendom assumptions and pursued alternative ways of
thinking and behaving.

Jesus’ good news is for all. The frequent association of the
church with status, wealth, and force is inappropriate for
followers of Jesus and damages our witness. We are com-
mitted to exploring ways of being good news to the poor,
powerless, and persecuted, aware that such discipleship
may attract opposition, resulting in suffering and sometimes
ultimately martyrdom.

5. The Church: a life-giving community of discipleship and
mission. Churches are called to be committed communities
of discipleship and mission, places of friendship, mutual ac-
countability, and multi-voiced worship. As we eat together,
sharing bread and wine, we sustain hope as we seek God'’s
kingdom together. We are committed to nurturing and de-
veloping such churches, in which young and old are valued,
leadership is consultative, roles are related to gifts rather
than gender, and baptism is for believers.

6. Spirituality and economics are interconnected. In an in-
dividualist and consumerist culture and in a world where
economic injustice is rife, we are committed to find ways of
living simply, sharing generously, caring for creation, and
working for justice.

7. Peace is at the heart of the gospel. As followers of Jesus in
a divided and violent world, we are committed to finding
nonviolent alternatives and to learning how to make peace
between individuals, within and among churches, in society,
and between nations.

What We Value
With Jesus as our center, we commit to
including all people,
strengthening our relationships (and)
practicing peace and justice.

Land Acknowledgment: We acknowledge, with humility, that
the land where we sit and stand today is land that was home to
the Susquehannock, Shawnee, and Lenape people. Let us be
aware that we occupy their homeland, and that their presence




