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Mission Statement 
As we encounter God’s heart  
of love, our hearts are made  

new by God’s Spirit.  We invite 
people to experience Christ’s 

love, welcoming each one into a  
caring fellowship, serving Christ 

with our gifts and resources.  
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A recent survey of 150,000 people 
around the world showed the world’s 
happiest people are not in the world’s 
richest countries.  
 
Seven of the world’s top ten countries 
with the most upbeat attitudes are in 
Latin America.  They include Panama, 
El Salvador, Guatemala and Ecuador.  
Many of the seven rate poorly in tradi-
tional measures of well-being, such as 
Guatemala, which sits just above Iraq 
on the United Nation’s Human Devel-
opment Index, a composite of life ex-
pectancy, education and per capita 
income. 
 
The survey raises new questions 
about what makes people happy and 
positive.  The traditional metrics such 
as life expectancy, per capita income 
and graduation rates may no longer 
be correct.  Prosperous and well-
educated nations are often deeply 
unhappy ones. 
 
These polls are not an excuse to ig-
nore the problems of poverty, lack of 
health care and education.  However, 
they do remind us that joy and happi-
ness are not grounded in wealth, 
health and education. 
 
They cause us to personally ponder 
what determines our happiness?  
What are we teaching or modeling for 
our children?  
 

 

 

PUTTING DOWN ROOTS 
by Jenn Esbenshade 

draw water deeply from the ground. 
Even when there is no rain the tree 
still thrives with abundance. It can 
reach to the heavens and spread out 
wide its branches. 
 What an image for us! There is 
something beautiful about putting 
down those deep roots. When we root 
ourselves in God, we too grow strong 
and don’t wither in times of trial. I 
think many of us have related this im-
age to our relationship to God. 
 But what about our relationship 
with each other? What does it look 
like when we put down roots with a 
faith community? I would hope that 
this would mean that we support one 
another and build each other up so 
that we can stand tall in our faith, yet 
also allow ourselves to grow out into 
new places. I also hope that we could 
draw deeply from one other to nourish 
ourselves so that in times of drought 
we do not wither. As a community we 
extend our roots down deep and grow 
ever upward and outward. 
 So how does this happen? First, 
we need to be committed to one an-
other to give that time and space for 
growth together. We also need to trust 
one another and trust that the God 
who loves us abundantly more than 
we can imagine is at work in all of our 
lives doing a “new thing” even when 
we are staying put. And of course a 
little faith, hope, and love never hurts 
either. 
 Are we ready to grow those roots 
deeper - together? Are we ready to 
reach up to heaven – together? Are 
we ready to spread out wide our 
branches into our community - to-
gether? For we are a community of 
trees planted by a Master Gardener 
who has amazing plans in store. 

 
 There was a period in my life 
where I moved every one to three 
years. Every new move brought 
change and I do have to admit at 
times it was quite exciting to experi-
ence something new and different.  As 
Wade and I talked together about our 
future and where we would go after 
Guatemala, we decided that we 
wanted to go “home”. We made a 
choice to put down our roots and stay 
awhile. Now here we are eleven years 
later still in the same place. 
 In all of our journeys we have pe-
riods of upheaval. God is moving and 
perhaps making us move. Sometimes 
this means physically moving, while 
other times it may be spiritual. There 
is change and there is something new. 
These can be times of excitement and 
wonder because it is often quite evi-
dent that God is at work. 
 But what about the times when 
we stay put? I have been wrestling 
with this question a lot lately. What 
does it mean to be in a place and find 
contentment and joy being there? 
Maybe it’s not new. Most likely it could 
be the same, ordinary thing. Is God 
still working? 
 One of my favorite places to go 
when I was at Messiah College was a 
bench that sat right by the Yellow 
Breaches Creek. Inscribed on the 
stone-slab seat was “Like a tree 
planted by steams of water”. This 
comes from the very first Psalm that 
describes a person who delights in 
God’s word as a “tree planted by 
streams of water, which yields its fruit 
in season and whose leaf does not 
wither” (verse 3). 
 What is that tree like? The roots 
must go down deep, not only to sup-
port the heavy yield of fruit, but also to 
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Remembering those in our church family  

who went to be with our Lord   

in a previous  March. 

IN LOV I N G ME M O RY 

WI S D O M F O R EV E RY DAY LI F E 
    B Y  P A U L  M A R T I N  

the beginning of time, 
still remain today, and 
will continue to exist 
throughout all the gen-
erations of mankind as 
long as the earth en-
dures; and beyond into 
eternity.   

These attributes of God 
remind us of the eternal 
existence of mankind.  
While our sojourn on 
earth is but a few years, 
we too will exist/endure 
forever in another world 
after we leave this one.  
How can we be sure?  In 
His word (which will en-
dure forever) He prom-
ises that eternal endur-
ance.   

PSALM  119 

VV 89---96 

OUR  ENDURING  FAITH 

Your word, O Lord, is eter-
nal.  (v 89) 

Your faithfulness contin-
ues through all genera-
tions; you established the 
earth and it endures.        
(v 90) 

Your laws endure to this 
day.  (v 91) 

The theme of this section 
of the psalm seems to be 
endurance.  These verses 
refer to God’s creation, 
God’s word, and His faith-
fulness.  These attributes 
of God have existed from 

Just as there will be a 
new heaven and a new 
earth; so we in a new 
body (that will endure 
forever) shall live in that 
glorious place prepared 
for all those who love 
Him and keep His Word. 

PRAYER 

Lord, we thank you that 
as we live in this world 
of constant change and 
uncertainty, we can be 
assured that your eter-
nal Word will endure 
forever. And by its prom-
ise we too will live for-
ever in your enduring 
presence.   AMEN 

  Ida Lefever                 Howard McGinnis               Katie Rutt           Betty Sauder  
March 17,1979              March 12, 1984               March 21, 1984      March 5, 1986            
 
Bertha Shirk                 Raymond Smith              Lydia Musser            Erma L. Spangler           
March 2, 1987              March 13, 1991             March  29, 1994           March 2, 2001  
                  
               George Frank                 Lester M. Weaver                 Edna Bowman 
              March 19, 2002                March 13, 2010                  March 15, 2011 
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LT HI G H L I G H T S 
  B Y  J E N N  E S B E N S H A D E  

Witness Commission – The 
LT approved the addition of 
Peg Jackson to serve as the 
at-large member on the Wit-
ness Commission. The LT 
also approved an updated 
Missionary Support Team 
policy and MST chair job 
description. 

 
Worship Commission – 
Guidelines were updated 
and approved to include all 
those who are involved in 
worship, not just praise team 
members. Those involved 
are now accountable to the 

Worship Commission and the 
LT. Dave and Heather 
Helmuth were approved to 
lead worship on April 27. They 
will also host a midweek train-
ing session for those who help 
in worship. 

 
Visitation Committee – The 
committee continues visiting 
people from our congregation. 
There is a desire to explore a 
greater level of community 
care perhaps among Commu-
nity Life, House Fellowships 
and the Visitation Committee 
to meet more visitation needs. 

E A R LY  L E A R N I N G  C E N T E R  N E W S  
   B Y  P E G  J A C K S O N     

Hello from the Early Learning 
Center. We continue to have the 
same theme as last month with 
the weather. The confines of the 
church are still challenging for 
the children and staff. We did 
get out a couple of days to play 
in the snow piles and the chil-
dren did not want to come back 
in. We are looking for March to 
be our answer and hopefully the 
cold cold cold weather leaves 
soon.  We had our beach day on 
February 11 as it was snowing.  I 
hope you enjoy the pictures of 
all of the fun. The children en-
joyed it as we turned up the heat 
and filled a pool with water and 
played with beach balls. 
 We continue to invite commu-
nity helpers to come and visit 
and we also plan to walk to the 
local ones when the snow melts. 
If you have a job that you would 
like to share with the children 
please contact me so we can 
schedule a time for you to share. 
As we teach the children about 
Jesus it’s hard sometimes to 
help them understand some 
things like faith, forgiveness and 
love as these are not things you 
can see. I recently read about a 
father whose son was always 
getting into trouble and apolo-
gized when confronted. He knew 
his parents would always forgive 

him. Finally the father took him 
to the garage and picked up a 
hammer and nail and told him to 
hammer the nail into the wall. 
Then gave him the hammer and 
told him pull out the nail. The 
father said when you do some-
thing wrong it’s like pounding in 
a nail. Forgiveness is when you 
pull it out. They boy said he un-
derstands that. Then the father 
asked him to take the hammer 
and pull out the nail hole. That’s 
impossible he said you can’t do 
that. So each time you do some-
thing wrong we forgive you but 
you do leave a scare behind.  
This example has helped me to 
understand forgiveness. As over 
time I see how you can fill in 
those holes that are left behind 
as you move on. However if you 
continue to need forgiveness it 
makes the process that much 
harder. I hope some of you can 
relate to this as I have. 

Pray for the center as we con-
tinue to serve the children in our 
community and their parents. 
Also pray for a good state in-
spection that will take place in 
the next month as it was post-
poned from last month due to 
the weather.   

   

In this interim time the com-
mittee will continue in the 
same way but will look to-
ward the new pastor to re-
view the quantity of visits. 

 
House Fellowships - In the 
spring there will be a new 
regrouping of intentional 
house fellowships that will 
meet for a limited time and 
which will seek to encourage 
more relationships and com-
munity building. 
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