
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

About the Logo: “Two people—one radia ng joy & the  
other wading into weariness—hold the world together.” 
 
As soon as Zechariah’s voice returns, his first words are 
gra tude and blessing. He sings a story of praise for 
God’s protec on and promise, and then he showers a 
blessing on his newborn son. He sings a story of hope. 
A er Elizabeth exclaims blessings upon Mary, Mary 
sings: “My soul magnifies God; my spirit rejoices in 
God.” Mary sings about a God of libera on who pulls 
the powerful from their thrones and li s up the lowly. 
Mary sings a story of hope, one in which jus ce and joy 
are interwoven. As we prepare to celebrate Christ’s 
birth, may we also sing stories of hope, jus ce, and joy.  

Gathering & Praising God 
 How does a weary world rejoice?  Video 
 Call to Worship Bryan Hower 
  Candle Lighting Lisa & Joe Kehm 
 Prayer for Illumination Bryan Hower 
 My Soul Cries Out (VT 412) Jenn Esbenshade 
  

Hearing God’s Voice 
 Offering / Offertory Kelsey Means 
 Scripture: Luke 1:57-66 Bryan Hower 
 Conversation with Children Jenn Esbenshade 
 Sermon: “”We Sing Stories of Hope” 
    Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower 
Responding 
 Prayer of Confession Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower 
  Worlds of Forgiveness 
 Lift Every Voice and Sing (VT 611) 
 Sharing and Announcements Ray Hurst 
        “Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed /  
        A Sancti ied Art LLC / sancti iedart.org” 
 

Sending 
 O Come, O Come, Immanuel (VT 210, vs. 1, 4-7) 
 Benediction  Bryan Hower 
 

Liturgy by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sancti ied Art LLC | sancti iedart.org  
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 

What We Value 

            With Jesus as our center, we commit to 
                  including all people, 
                  strengthening our rela onships (and) 
                  prac cing peace and jus ce.  

                                      (adopted February 2023) 



Artwork on Right Wall 
“Embroidered Borders” 

by Nicolette inspired by Luke 1:46-55 
Acrylic, ink, and mixed media collage on canvaas 

 

 

Pastor: Dawn Ranck-Hower; dawn.ranck@verizon.net; 1/215/237-1485 
Leadership Team: Wade Esbenshade, Steven Lantz 

18 Western Ave., New Holland, PA 17557 • 717/354-0602 
www.NewHollandMC.org • Hearing Aids Available 

Land Acknowledgment: We acknowledge, with humility, that 
the land where we sit and stand today is land that was home to 
the Susquehannock, Shawnee, and Lenape people. Let us be 
aware that we occupy their homeland, and that their presence 
is imbued in this land. 

Projected Artwork: “Prophecy” 
by Hannah Garrity 

inspired by Luke 1:67-80 
Oil paint, charcoal, and copper leaf on canvas 

 

 



  Bulletin Insert December 17, 2023 

NEXT SUNDAY: December 24 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
All events are at New Holland Mennonite Church unless otherwise indicated 

December 10 

Church News 
December Food Drive: Fill the “stomach” so that stomachs 
can be illed. Bring food items for CrossNet Food Pantry during 
the month of December and put them in the large bin in the  
lobby. Can we ill it to over lowing? 

Service for the Weary: Thursday, December 21, 6:30 p.m. 
This year, many of us in the congregation have lost a loved one – 
a spouse, a parent, a grandparent, a friend. Others grieve the loss 
of a loved one in the past. For others, the loss is a loss of a dream 
or relationship or health. Others are grieving the world news of 
violence in Ukraine and Israel/Palestine.  
      Bring your grief. Bring your weariness. Bring your fatigue, 
and allow yourself a quiet space to re lect and draw near to 
God.  Please enter and exit the building in silence. This is 
your time, you can participate as much or as little as you want. 
There will be no corporate sharing during the worship service. 

First Men’s Dinner: 6 p.m. at Garden Spot Village, on Wednes-
day, January 10 and every second Wednesday of the month 
through 2024. Room is reserved from 5:30-8:00, so feel free to 
come anytime after 5:30. Note: Food is available to purchase on-
ly until 6:30 p.m.  

Book Club: Friday, January 12, 7 p.m. Esbenshade Farm. Jenn 
will lead a discussion about Americanah, by Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie. Please RSVP: https://forms.gle/qsrXJ5jEa3A2sNf38 

Community News 
Peacemaking Initiatives in Palestine/Israel: You are invited 
to hear Jonathan Kuttab, Palestinian lawyer and peace activ-
ist, speak on Sunday, January 14, 2 p.m., Akron Mennonite 
Church, 1131 Diamond St, Akron, PA. This event is sponsored by 
Pilgrims Mennonite Church and Akron Mennonite Church.  
      Jonathan Kuttab is a well-known international human rights 
attorney who practices in the U.S, Palestine and Israel. He serves 
on the Board of Bethlehem Bible College and is President of the 
Board of Holy Land Trust. Jonathan was the head of the Legal 
Committee negotiating the Cairo Agreement of 1994 between 
Israel and the PLO. After graduating with his Doctor of Jurispru-
dence (JD) from Virginia Law School, and practicing a couple 
years on Wall Street, Jonathan returned home to Palestine. Jona-
than is currently the executive director of Friends of Sabeel 
North America (FOSNA). Jonathan is a resident of East Jerusa-
lem, and is a partner of Kuttab, Khoury and Hanna Law Firm in 
East Jerusalem.  

Invitation to Common Read: ACC’s Peace & Justice Committee 
will host its irst Common Read with a focus on Elias Cha-
cour’s Blood Brothers. You are invited to read the book and join 
conversation every other Tuesday beginning January 16 at 
7:00 p.m. The group will meet on a video call to discuss the as-
signed chapters. “As a child, Elias Chacour lived in a small Pales-
tinian village in Galilee. When tens of thousands of Palestinians 
were killed and nearly one million forced into refugee camps in 
1948, Elias began a long struggle with how to respond. In Blood 
Brothers, he blends his riveting life story with historical re-
search to reveal a little-known side of the Arab-Israeli con lict, 
exploring whether bitter enemies can ever be reconciled. This 
book offers hope and insight to help each of us learn to live at 
peace in a world of tension and terror.” Ruth and Keith moderat-
ing. Sign up: atlanticcoastconference.net/common-read. 

 


