
Mary and Martha host Jesus 
 

In many translaƟons, Jesus says that “Mary has chosen the  
beƩer part,” which has been used to create a divide between 
Mary and Martha. However, in the Greek, Mary has chosen the 
“good porƟon,” and Martha’s tasks are called “ministry.”  
Therefore, perhaps Mary represents our faith, our desire to 
know God inƟmately, and Martha represents our good works, 
our desire to transform the world. Both are needed, and both 
are good.   
 
Gathering & Praising God 
 My Coins Count Children 
 Summoned by the God Who Made Us (VT 1) Jenn Esbenshade 
 Call to Worship & Prayer Wanda Gonzalez Bortzel 
 There Is a Line of Women (VT 546)   

Hearing God’s Voice 
 Conversation with Children Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower 
 Scripture: Luke 10:38-42 Wanda Gonzalez Bortzel 
 Sermon: “Faith & Works” Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower 

Responding 
 Prayer of Confession Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower 
  Words of Forgiveness 
 Ministry and Presence 
 Congregational Prayer and Sharing Ruth Douglas Miller 
 Announcements 
 

Sending 
 As You Go Out from Here (VT 841) 
 Benediction 

 

Coffee/Greeter: Judy Schweitzer; Close: Mike Good 
Sound: Wade Esbenshade; Nursery: Lois Zimmerman 

Offering: Mike Good & Sue Martin 
 

March 9 
Attendance: 39 (2 on Zoom) • Offering: $720.00 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
March 17: Ruth Douglas Miller; March 20: Jennifer Morales 

 

NEXT SUNDAY: March 23 
Coffee/Greeter: Pat Thomas; Close: Mike Good 

Worship Leader: Brenda Martin Hurst; Song Leader: Recorded 
Sound: Mike Good; Prayer: Dawn Ranck-Hower 

Nursery: Bryan Hower; Sermon: Dawn Ranck-Hower 
Children’s Time: Ray Hurst 

Offering: Keith Miller & Lois Zimmerman 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
All events are at New Holland Mennonite Church unless otherwise indicated 

2025 Financial Update: New Holland Mennonite Church is  
currently $5,809 behind for the year. 

My Coins Count! During the month of March the children will 
collect coins for Mennonite Central Committee. Your coins count! 

College Care Package: As a bit of extra energy for Davin as he 
ϐinishes up his  year of college, consider writing a note and/or 
giving a small gift (snack food, cereal, pen, Post-It Notes, etc.) for 
him to receive during the end of semester crunch. Place items in 
the box on the table in front of the sanctuary by April 13.  



Wednesday, March 19: Women’s Dinner at Garden Spot Vil-
lage Concord Room, Room is reserved from 5:30-8:00, Food is 
available to purchase until 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, March 23: NHMC 2025 Pastor and Congregation Re-
view due. Surveys were placed in your church folder on March 
9. See Dawn Kaczor and Judy Schweitzer if you have questions. 
Return surveys to Dawn Kaczor. 

Wednesday, March 26: God’s Love Knows No Borders 
(NHMC Planning Meeting) 6:30 p.m. Next step planning for the 
group from church who participated in Mennonite Action peace 
school and training webinars. 

Friday: April 4: Book Club: RSVP by Wednesday, April 1, 
7 p.m. at Bryan & Dawn’s house (112 Huyard Ave, New Holland), 
Led by Francy Bailey, Book: Midwives, by Chris Bohjalian 

Pastor: Dawn Ranck-Hower 
Leadership Team: Wade Esbenshade, Dawn Kaczor, Ruth Douglas Miller 

18 Western Ave., New Holland, PA 17557 • 717/354-0602 
www.NewHollandMC.org • Hearing Aids Available 

Projected Art: “Mary & Martha” 
by Lauren Wright Pittman 

Inspired by Luke 10:38-42 • Digital Painting 
 

    Growing up, I felt I had to decide whether I was a Mary or a 
Martha. I never identiϐied with Martha because the culturally-
prescribed roles of a woman were my weakness, and I didn’t 
identify with Mary either because she seemed more earnest 
than I felt.  
    Diving into the Greek of this text helped me work through my 
very well-worn opinions to ϐind some nuance. Martha’s work 
was not limited to cooking and cleaning; the Greek word used 
for her many tasks is διακονιʆα which also means “service, min-
istering, and promoting religion.” With this layered meaning in 
mind, it is clear to me that Jesus’ response is not about Martha’s 
ministry, but her preoccupation with Mary.  
    I think the most pivotal shift in translation is found in v. 42 
where it is often translated, “Mary has chosen the better part.” 

When you look at the Greek, however, it can also be translated 
as, “a good portion” or “a useful share.”4 In light of this, I believe 
Jesus is not offering a value judgment between them, but as-
suaging Martha’s worry by afϐirming that Mary is doing a good 
portion of the work too.  
    Mary sits at the feet of Jesus, a place that was reserved for 
men. I wonder if Martha was concerned about what might hap-
pen to Mary for being out of “her place.” Jesus’ response is radi-
cal because he afϐirms she has chosen a good portion of the 
work, and even though she is not where she is expected to be, 
no one can take that away from her. Jesus protects her right to 
assume the position of a disciple.  
    In this image, Mary eagerly reaches toward Jesus. Her cloth-
ing is patterned with mustard seeds and ϐlowers because her 
faith may seem small, but her boundary-breaking faithfulness 
will nurture her faith to grow beyond what seems possible. 
Martha reaches toward Mary to pull her into more 
“appropriate” work. Martha’s dress is patterned with open 
hands to image her vital ministry of welcome, service, and culti-
vating space for Jesus’ message to take root. I imaged Jesus 
equally afϐirming both Mary and Martha’s lived-out faiths. He is 
green, the combination of Mary and Martha’s colors (yellow + 
blue), showing that he embodies the integration of both faith 
and works. — Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman  

What We Value 
            With Jesus as our center, we commit to 
                  including all people, 
                  strengthening our relaƟonships (and) 
                  pracƟcing peace and jusƟce.  

                                      (adopted February 2023) 

Land Acknowledgment: We acknowledge, with humility, that the land 
where we sit and stand today is land that was home to the Susque-
hannock, Shawnee, and Lenape people. Let us be aware that we  
occupy their homeland, and that their presence is imbued in this land. 


