
Theme: On Palm Sunday, we remember that Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem was not a risk- free, palm party. It was a protest  
parade—a protest against those in power, a parade to prepare 
the way for a different kind of king. And this was all happening 
with plots to kill Lazarus (and Jesus) building in the background. 
We’re reminded that the crowds were brave to show up that day, 
and that Jesus drew on courage to face his journey to the cross. 
The root of courage is cour, meaning “heart.” Courage is deep 
within us; we often ϐind it when we most need it, when  
everything else has been stripped away. 
 
Gathering & Praising God 
 Again and Again The Many 
  Music by Hannah Rand. Lyrics by Lenora Rand. Commissioned by  
  “A Sanctiϔied Art”  for Lent 2021. ©2021 Plural Guild Music.  
 Call to Worship Wanda Gonzalez-Bortzel 
 Prayer for Illumination 
 Hosanna, loud hosanna (WB 238) 

March 28, 2021 • Volume 66, No. 13 
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. • Worship: 10:00 a.m.  

Hearing God’s Voice 
 Conversation with Children  Jen Morales 
 Artwork: “Through the Palms” Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman 
 Scripture: John 12:1-19 
 Sermon: “Again & Again We Draw on Courage” Mercy 
    Gonzalez-Barnes* 
 Confession & Words of Assurance Wanda Gonzales-Bortzel  
 

Responding 
 We've Come This Far by Faith  Virtual Choir by  
    International Gospel Melodies (IGM) 
 This Is Us  Brenda and Ray Hurst 
 Sharing and Announcements Ray Hurst 
  Congregational Prayer  
        Prayer for Tithes and Offerings 
 

Sending 
 Heart with loving heart united (WB 420) 
 Benediction  Wanda Gonzales-Bortzel  
 
* Mercy Gonzalez-Barnes has been serving with International 
Ministries, of the American Baptist Churches since she and her 
husband Rick were commissioned in the year 2000. Rick pres-
ently serves as a Chaplain with immigrants at a detention center 
located on the California border. Mercy’s current assignment is 
as a regional global servant to Latin America and the Caribbean 
in the area of Leadership Development and Theological Educa-
tion. Mercy was born in New York City, has lived in Puerto Rico, 
Kansas City, El Salvador, Iowa, Massachusetts, Costa Rica, and 
California. Before serving as a missionary, Mercy worked as a RN 
and as a minister with the American Baptist Churches. As a child, 
Mercy and her siblings were taught that they were loved deeply 
by God, and that became an unshakeable foundation that has 
sustained them throughout the years. She has a large family in 
Puerto Rico and the United States, and a very important and 
loved member of that family is Wanda, who is member of this 
congregation. Mercy and Rick are the proud parents of three 
young adults.  

 
 
 
 



Upcoming Events 
All activities are on zoom unless otherwise stated. 

Wednesday, March 31: Shine Bright Club, 7:00 p.m.  
April 2, Good Friday worship, 7:00 p.m. 
April 3, Kid’s Club Easter Egg Hunt, 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday, April 4: Easter Sunrise Service, 6:00 a.m. 
  Worship Leader: Sue Martin 
  Sermon: Dawn Ranck-Hower 
  Congregational Prayer: Bryan Hower 
  Children’s Time: Steven Lantz 
April 10, Garden Work: 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
 

March 21 (Zoom) 
Attendance: 38 • Church Offering: (see next week’s bulletin) 
As you are able, please mail your offerings to the church ofϐice. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
March 28: Ellie Good 

March 29: Dawn Ranck-Hower 
April 1: Maggie Good 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
March 28: Laurence & Shirley King 

  
Church News 

Vacation: Pastor Dawn and Bryan will be in Florida March 24-
March 29 to help with the memorial service for their sister-in-
law and spend time with Bryan’s brother’s family. Contact Lois 
Zimmerman with pastoral care concerns. 

“This is Us:” Contact Pastor Dawn if you are willing to share 
about your family on April 18, 25, or May 9, 16, 23, or 30. 

My Coins Count!!! Drop off donations by April 4. The coin 
bucket is in Pastor Dawn’s ofϐice. 

 
Pastor: Dawn Ranck Hower; dawn.ranck@verizon.net; 1/215/237-1485 

Leadership Team: Wade Esbenshade, Steven Lantz, Lois Zimmerman 
 

18 Western Ave., New Holland, PA 17557 • 717/354-0602 
www.NewHollandMC.org  

 

Holy Week Services & Events 
April 2, Good Friday Tenebrae Service, 7:00 p.m. (Zoom) 
Tenebrae means “darkness.” We will enter and exit in  
silence. In this solemn service, fourteen passages of scripture 
describe Jesus’ spiritual and physical suffering prior to and 
including his cruciϐixion. Candles representing each event 
are extinguished, symbolizing the ϐlight and despair of the 
disciples and the isolation of Jesus. Finally the ϐlame of a soli-
tary candle points hopefully to the future, and the tolling 
gong recounts the thirty-three earthly years of our Lord. 

Saturday, April 3: Kid’s Club Easter Egg Hunt & Activities, 
3-4 p.m. RSVP by Wednesday, March 31. 

Sunday, April 4: Easter Sunrise Service: Our worship  
service begins in the dark lawn in front of the church.  
 Gather at 6 a.m.  

      6-6:10 a.m. Hot beverages available (bring a mug 
      6:10 a.m. Preservice begins 

 Bring a ϐlashlight, chairs, mug, blankets  
       (whatever you need to stay warm until the sun rises 

 Masks and social distancing will be practiced.  
      (Masks can be removed when seated).  

 Bulletins will be provided.  
 There will be a basket for the offering.  
 We will not be using a sound system, so please sit near  

      the front if you have trouble hearing.  
 Breakfast will follow the worship service. 
Please RSVP (email, text, or phone) to Pastor Dawn by  
      Wednesday, March 31 so that we know how much  
      breakfast to prepare.  
ZOOM Option: Contact Pastor Dawn if you would like to 
      watch the service by Zoom.  
      We won’t set it up Zoom if no one signs up.  

Rain Info: If it rains the service will be 8 a.m. on Zoom.  
Decision will be emailed by Saturday. 



Sunday School: April 11-May 30. Each Sunday we will be lis-
tening to and discussing a Chapter of “I Am Not Your Enemy: Sto-
ries to Transform a Divided World” by Michael T. McRay.  The au-
thor visits divided regions of the world and interviews activists, 
peacebuilders, former combatants, and clergy members about 
their personal stories of conϐlict, justice, and reconciliation. In a 
time of heightened alienation and far, McRay offers true, sacred 
stories of reconciliation and justice, asking what they can teach 
us about our own divided states. We need stories that cultivate 
empathy and tell the truth. We need stories to save us form our 
fear. (There will be no Sunday School on May 2 or June-August) 

Camp Scholarships: Consider giving a donation to make it  
possible for children in our congregation to enjoy a week at 
camp this summer. Mark “Church Camp” on offering envelope. 
Contact Pastor Dawn if you would like to have access to a camp 
scholarship in 2021. 

Artwork for Library: The artwork from our Lent and Advent 
series is available to purchase. Talk to Pastor Dawn if you would 
like to purchase a piece for in the church library. 

Community News 
Book Unveiling: Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society hosts 
author Beth Oberholtzer and photographer John Herr in an ex-
clusive complimentary online event to unveil their new 
book, Working Horses of Lancaster County, and the companion 
children’s book, Mares & Foals, on Tuesday, April 27 at 7 pm. 
Zoom information at bit.ly/ZoomWHLC. 

 Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society Education Event: 
Mary Ann Robins presents Native Ways: A Plant for All Seasons: 
Cattail at the Lancaster Longhouse. A hands-on four-part series. 
See how cattails can become a cake, a torch, or a woven mat. 
Learn Indigenous history and lifeways. April 17, June 19, Au-
gust 7, & October 2. $60 for all 4 dates.  Register at bit.ly/
NWCattail. 

 

 

Caring for God's Earth: A Hopeful Response to the Climate Cri-
sis, Friday-Saturday, May 7-8. This two-day event with both 
virtual and in-person components will equip and give hope to 
current and developing church leaders and others concerned 
about climate change. The day includes online plenary sessions 
and workshops as well as inspiring in-person ϐield trips to ex-
plore climate action work being done in the Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania area. This event is offered by the Center for Sustainable 
Climate Solutions, Mennonite Central Committee East Coast, and 
the Peace & Justice Committee of Atlantic Coast Conference. Info 
and registration at atlanticcoastconference.net/gods-earth. Reg-
istration required. 

 


