
Gathering & Praising God 
 In the Beginning (VT 270) Jenn Esbenshade 
 Call to Worship Jen Morales 
 Prayer for Illumination 
 Love Has Come (VT 258) 
 

Hearing God’s Voice 
 Conversation with Children Bryan Hower 
   Based on Matthew 1:18-25 
 Scripture: Isaiah 41:5-10 
 

Responding 
 Prayer of Confession & Words of Forgiveness 
 We’re Not Alone (bulletin insert)   
 Prayer of the People Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower 
 Announcements 
 

Sending 
 The Lord Is My Light (VT 437) 
 Benediction   



Coffee: Pat Thomas & Ashly Escalante; Nursery: Ray Hurst 
Greeters: Lisa, Joe, & Grace Kehm; Sound: Mike Good 

Offering: Wade Esbenshade & Brenda Hurst; Close: Mike Good 
 

December 28: Attendance and Offering  
Attendance: 35 • Offering: $3,195.00 

 

2025 Year End Deficit: $12,537.00 
 

January 4: Attendance and Offering  
Attendance: 30 (5 on Zoom) • Offering: $995.00 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
January 11: Darryl Jackson 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
January 12: Ruth Dunlap & Paul Kelley 

 

NEXT SUNDAY: January 18 
Coffee: Evelyn Bailey; Greeter: Jim Bailey; Close: Mike Bortzel 

Worship Leader: Dawn Kaczor; Song Leader: Jenn Esbenshade 
Sermon: Dawn Ranck-Hower; Prayer: Brenda Hurst 

Sound: Bryan Hower; Children: Steven Lantz 
Nursery: Lois Zimmerman 

Offering: Ruth Douglas Miller and Wanda Gonzalez Bortzel 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
All events are at New Holland Mennonite Church unless otherwise indicated 

THURSDAY, January 8: Gathering of Support POTLUCK: A 
safe place to connect in the midst of current chaos: 6 p.m., at the 
church. Bring a dish to share and join in conversation to find  
mutual support and build friendships in local community.  

Wednesday, January 21: Women’s Dinner at Garden Spot Vil-
lage Concord Room: Room is reserved from 5:30-8:00. Food is 
available to purchase until 6:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, January 30: Book Club: The Sisters: A Novel by Jonas 
Hassen Khemiri. 7 p.m. Hosted and led by Jenn Esbenshade. 

SATURDAY, January 31: Fondue & Games: 4 p.m. Join us for a 
cozy, laughter-filled evening with new friends from Spring 
Mount Mennonite Church! We’ll share good conversation, a little 
friendly competition around table games, and delicious fondues 



Pastor: Dawn Ranck-Hower; Leadership Team: Dawn Kaczor,  
Ruth Douglas Miller, Steven Lantz, Lois Zimmerman 

18 Western Ave., New Holland, PA 17557 • 717/354-0602 
www.NewHollandMC.org • Hearing Aids Available 

Land Acknowledgment: We acknowledge, with humility, that the land 

where we sit and stand today is land that was home to the Susque-

hannock, Shawnee, and Lenape people. Let us be aware that we  

occupy their homeland, and that their presence is imbued in this land. 

What We Value 

            With Jesus as our center, we commit to 

                  including all people, 

                  strengthening our relationships (and) 

                  practicing peace and justice.  

with plenty of dippable treats. Bring your favorite table game 
and sign up (to add something tasty to the food table! (Cheese 
and chocolate fondues provided by Sue and Dawn.) Sign up by 
Wednesday, January 28 to attend and to bring a food item.  
Link in weekly email update. 

SUNDAY, February 1: Guess Who’s Coming to Sunday 
“Dinner”: Join in this fun meal following worship with … well, 
you’ll find out! Sign up by Sunday, January 25. Link in weekly 
update email. Hosts provide the main course of the meal. Guests 
will provide either a salad or dessert. Where you are going and 
what you are to take will be emailed to you by Wednesday, Janu-
ary 28. Shhhhh …. don’t tell! Surprise your family too! 

THURSDAY, February 5: Men’s Dinner at Garden Spot Village 
Concord Room: Room is reserved from 5:30-8:00. Food is availa-
ble to purchase until 6:30 p.m. 

“I Am With You’ 
By Lauren Wright Pittman • Inspired by Isaiah 41:5-10 
Hand-carved block printed with oil-based ink on paper

      Here we find the Israelites far from home, living in Babylonian 
exile. Fear and uncertainty hang heavy with the looming threat of 
Persian invasion.  
      “The coastlands have seen and are afraid, the ends of the earth 
tremble” (Isaiah 45:5). As some scramble to find courage in idols, 
God calls those exiled from Judah to be heartened by their rooted-
ness in God’s story. The image that formed in my mind was a com-
munity nestled in God’s hands amid the Mediterranean coastlands 
— the same lands conquered by the Babylonians, and to which the 
exiles longed to return.  
      While I was creating this image, the U.S. President shared an AI-
generated video of his “vision” for Gaza, those same coastlands ref-
erenced in Isaiah. I was shaken by the contrast between his imag-
ined future and the reality of U.S.-funded devastation. The video 
transformed rubble and the bone-chilling cries of mothers into 
panning vistas of high-rise beachfront resorts and casinos, re-
branding Gaza as the “Riviera of the Middle East.” 
      This bombastic vision mocks a people clinging to threads of ex-
istence. Watching the powerful revel in the demise of the vulnera-
ble is horrifying—but fitting. In Isaiah, God’s people are exiled un-
der the thumb of a world power. Fearful artisans solder golden 
idols, hoping for security. But God is not found in the hands of the 
powerful or the shine of idols. God is present amid the rubble, 
comforting the forsaken and reminding them of their place in 
God’s story. No matter which empire holds sway, God sides with 
the subjugated and disenfranchised. Despite the fear that causes 
the very earth to tremble, God accompanies the downtrodden, up-
holding them with a steady hand.       
      From my study of this passage and shock at the video, a counter
-vision of hope emerged. Coastal Mediterranean plants—
bougainvillea for peace, lantana for liveliness, and red valerian for 
strength— anchor the shifting sand. God’s hands cradle the com-
munity like a fragile flame as their light resiliently radiates. The 
twelve figures in simplified Palestinian garb represent the exiled 
Judeans in Isaiah, the Palestinians in modern day Gaza, and all 
crushed by empire—each cherished by a faithful God. The hands in 
the image could 


