
Confession Poem 
 

Jesus, you don’t always show up when we expect 
or in the way we expect. 

We feel for Martha and Mary. 
 

In our grief we too may say, 
“Lord, if you had been here . . .” 

 

In our bitter confusion we may say, 
“God healed others. Couldn’t God have . . .” 

 

We hoped you would prevent this pain. 
We hoped you would fix this hurt. 

Instead, you weep with us. 
Instead, you go to the tomb 

and sit with us in the horrid emptiness of loss. 
 

Though you will surprise us again— 
and this time with life— 

for now, your love is shown 
in tears. 
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Land Acknowledgment: We acknowledge, with humility, that the land 
where we sit and stand today is land that was home to the Susque-
hannock, Shawnee, and Lenape people. Let us be aware that we  
occupy their homeland, and that their presence is imbued in this land. 

What We Value 

            With Jesus as our center, we commit to 
                  including all people, 
                  strengthening our relationships (and) 
                  practicing peace and justice.  (adopted February 2023) 

Dwelling in 

Love & Grief, Glory & Belief 
Focus Statement: We often think of love and grief as very different 
emotions. This week, we are challenged with the dissonance of their 
relationship. Pay attention to Jesus’ words and actions here, and the 
dissonance they stir up in us. 

As we step into Lent, we say, 
“welcome” to the dissonance. 

 

We reserve a space for lament and grief, 
to stay a while and do their work. 
We release our nice little pictures 

of perfect selves, perfect faith, perfect world, 
and look for God in the heartache. 

We listen for God in discordant melodies, 
and follow Jesus to the cross, 

though we don’t understand and it doesn’t compute. 
 

As we step into Lent, we say, 
“welcome” to the dissonance. 

 

Trusting that God is here. 
Now. In the mystery.  
Before it is resolved. 



Order of Worship 
 

Gathering & Praising God 
 Jesus Calls Us (VT 30) Jenn Esbenshade 
 Call to Worship & Prayer Sue Martin 
 Revelation Song (VT 415) 
 

Hearing God’s Voice 
 Conversation with Children Dawn Kaczor 
 Extinguish Candle 
 Scripture: John 11:1-44 (Gospel of John from Visual Bible International) 
 Sermon: “Love and Grief” Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower 
 

Responding 
 Gravity of Love (VT 494) 
 Prayer of the People Pastor Dawn Ranck-Hower 
 Announcements 
 

Sending 
 Spirit, Open My Heart (VT 636) 
 Sending Blessing
  

Coffee: Sue Martin; Greeter: Bryan Hower 
Sound: Wade Esbenshade 

Nursery: Bryan Hower; Close: Tim Martin 
Offering: Mike Good & Lisa Kehm 

 
February 15: Attendance and Offering  

Attendance: 31 (7 Zoom) • Offering: $1,340.00 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
February 24: Ruth Dunlap 

 
NEXT SUNDAY: March 1 

Coffee: Sue Martin; Greeters: Lisa, Joe, & Grace Kehm 
Worship Lead: Dawn Kaczor; Song Leader: Jenn Esbenshade 

Sermon: Dawn Ranck-Hower; Prayer: Bryan Hower 
Children: Steven Lantz; Sound: Wade Esbenshade 
Nursery: Ruth Douglas Miller; Close: Tim Martin 

Offering: Francy Bailey & Ruth Douglas Miller 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
All events are at New Holland Mennonite Church unless otherwise indicated 

HYMNALS!!! Thank you to Steven and Dawn for purchasing 
Voices Together hymnals! Pick up a hymnal from the cupboard 
on the way to your seat each week and return it after the service. 

Monday, February 23: CrossNet Meal, 5:30 p.m. Let Pastor 
Dawn know by Monday noon if you want space reserved at the 
Church/Early Learning Center Tables. 

SUNDAY, March 1 
 Parking Lot Discernment: 9 a.m. 
 My Coins Count! During the month of March the children 

will collect coins (or dollars). Each year, spare change adds 
up to more than $600,000 toward Mennonite Central Com-
mittee’s work around the world.  

 Service will include Anointing for Healing for Evelyn Bailey 
and Footwashing instead of Communion. 

 Fellowship Meal: Bring a hot and/or cold dish to share and 
your own place settings. Hot dish should be in a slow cooker. 
The meal will be served in the lobby and begin approximate-
ly 15 minutes after service is over. Let Michele Good know if 
you are available to help. 

TUESDAY, March 3: ICE Preparation Planning Meeting:  
6:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, March 5: Men’s Dinner at GSV Concord Room:  
Reserved from 5:30-8:00. Food available until 6:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, March 10: 11 a.m. Potato Cutting:  There are signs 
the long cold winter of 2026 is ending and warmer days are on 
the way. Let’s celebrate the coming spring by preparing to plant 
potatoes! Gather at table by the shed by the garden. Dress warm 
and bring a knife for cutting. Let the fun begin! 

FRIDAY, March 13: 11 a.m. Potato Planting 

FRIDAY, March 13: Book Club at Bryan & Dawn’s house. Con-
versation led by Pat Thomas:  Buckeye, a novel by Patrick Ryan. 
One town. Two families. A secret that changes everything. 

Wednesday, March 18: Women’s Dinner at GSV Concord 
Room: Reserved from 5:30-8:00. Food available until 6:30 p.m. 


